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What: Cutidoor

riswear made
o say fabric
Price: §109 for
& hoodie

Square 03-300,
Talashimaya
and Isetan

CornWare (above)
What: Flates, spoons

and
forks made from corm and
yany starch

Price: From $1.40 for & box of
20 forks to 54,70 for a box of
20 plates

‘Where: Meidl-Ya supermarket

What: Macadamia shell bowls
Price: $275 each

Where: Curiacity, Nanyang
Academy of Fine Arts, School
of Fashibon, 38 Bencoolen
Street, A1.02

Shop and save the earth

Accessories made from
recycled materials and
disposable mﬂeq.r made of
corn are some eco-friendly
rmduds landing

the stores

Tay Suan Chiang

ave over CoeningWare, that

popular brand of glass-ce-

ramic cookware sold tn de-

partment stores. Now there

I ComWare - disposable
plates and cutbery made fromy yam stanch
and, yes, read com.

CornWare, dstributed by Singapore
company Olive Green Marketing, is the lat-
st environmentally friendly product (o hit
the shelves,

Others include a range of bowls made
from macadamia shells called Husque, an
offering from a home-grown company
named - wait for it - Greenpexs.

Singaporean eco-£n are cer-
tainly warming to the idea of saving the
world from global warming by selling
greenie poodies.

Greenpeas, for example, distributes
about 10 eco-friendly lines, including X5
Project, an assortment of fshion acoesso-
ries made from trash collected from the
landfills of Jakarta, and Logoj/Yolo by local
fashion designer Angetynn Tan, whe coe-
ates tops from bamboo fibres,

And, this weekend, a trio of Republic
Polytechnic graduates are selling their
range of fxshion ltems made from recycled
material at the Market of Artists and Design-
ers (Mnad) Fair ot the red dot desgn muse-
um In Maxwell Road.

Ms Jay Chong, who set up Greenpeas in
March this year with friend Lena 5t
George-Sweet, says: “Response from cus-
tomers has been very encouraging. Buying
coo-friendly products that contribute to
the green movement makes them feel

CormWare cutlery and plates feel stight-
Iy thickes than plastic ones. Unlfke the lat-
ter which are usually thrown away after be-
ing wsed once, “they can be neased thie
times before being disposed of”, sys Mr
Aloysing Cheong, executive director of 04

fve Goeen Mazketing, which began distrib-
uting ComWare about 3 yeas ago.

The eating ware supposedly decompos-
& 90 days after disposal compared with the
300 years taken by conventional plastic,
made from chemicals, to break down. The
oo and yam starch ane made into a spe-
il form of plastic called bio-plastic o cre-
abe the products,

M Cheong says most of his clients ane
caterers, schooks and restaurants. He de-
clined to ghve sles figures, ssying: *Com-
Ware Is very well neoeived.”

He s now Introducing the line dinectly
10 consumers 2t Japanest supermariet Mel-
di-Ya

Other supermarkets such as Cold Stor-
age, NTUC FairPrice and Camefour will also
affer them later this month.

Prices ane from §1.40 for a box of 20
forks o §4.70 for & box of 20 plates. In con-
trast, 20 paper plates cost about 52 and 10
plastic plates eoat about $2.50 in supermar-
etz

Besidded being rewseble, Mr Cheong adds
that they are microwaveable, can with-
stand high temperatuzes, &re waterprool,
natural 2nd non-toxic

As for the Republic Polytechnic School
of Technology for the Ans trio affering fash-

i fram recycled materials, one of them is
recent graduate Ashikin Hashim. She tells
LifeStyle that she teamed up with two
coursemates to come up with what they
call Recyclofashion,

‘What started off &5 & fnal-year project
last year has now furned into a basiness.
She says the ldea came about as "eco-fash-
fon is percelved as boring, We wanted to
make |t mone inteneiting ",

Using materials such as gunny sacks, Bp-
pers, plastic bags and paper cartons, they
mike shorts, accessories and wallets. Prices
range from §5 for a wallet made from card-
board cartons to 570 for a fused plastic tote

Qe ot e et
0 go green, they can,
“hoak eool and help the en-
vironment a1 the same time”.

Greenpeas' Ms Chong says her compa-

n}' wasset up to "seek albemative approach-
and peoducts that satisfy our modern life-
st)it..}!tmmhmnmyudlh the environ-
ment®,

Its products are availeble at Curiodty in
Bencoolen Street. The company also organ-
Ls{:“d two eco bazanrs at Raffles City early

ature lovers, meanwhile, have taken fo
ExOtficio apparel, made from blends of soy
and arganic cotton.

Soy 15 8 soft yet strong fibee that nataral-
Ty resists odour and bacteria.

Prices range from $25 for a bandana to
$225 for a pullover, and the items aneat the
ExOfficio store in Marina Squaare.

Ms lris Chan, manager of media rela-
tions at Eco Sports, which distributes the
brand, says the products are gaining popu-
lasity with Singaporeans. *They find the
clothes comfortable and durable, contrary
to the perception that they will disinte-
grate in a short time.”

Even leading lingerie label Triumph has
jumped on the green bandwagon with Eco-
chic, a new range with fabric made from
bamboo fibres.

it supposedly absorhs sweat better and
has anti-bacterial properties. It costs from
$17.50 for a pair of briefs to $59.90 for a
b

Mirs May Llm, 45, Is a new fan of Com-
Ware, The housewife, who often recycles
fer plastic botibes, sy3 she recently bought
40 ComWare plates for a barbecue.

“Using plastic plates i more conven-
fent. But knowing that ComWare |s envi-
ranmentally frbendly s an added phis,” she
Hys.

taysc@sph.com.sg



