Aloysius Cheong shunned the
corporate world affer gradial
an aris degree. He sel up his own
buisinesses right auay — first g fu-
ition centre and later a miaring
oranism export firi.

But he was kil by what he
called @ “green ware” and affer
tranling Whe Internet for ideas,
Aloysins and his wife inpested
LISS20,000 (529,000) in a busi-
nass thal manufachired bio-
degradable disposable cutlery
useng corm and yam.

He spoke to CHEN SIYA
{neswslnawstoday. comusy) aboud
e challenges ke faced in getiing
Singaporeans and the anthori-
bres fo wse more envivonmonial

Iy-friendly products.

How is your product differ-
ent from others that use ma-
terials such as plastics?

My cutlery starts to biodegrade
80 days after usage. After 102
days, it will have completely be-
come dust, whereas styrofoam
may take about 300 years.

My products can alao with-
stand heat of up to 150°C, Plas-
tics can, but styrofoam can'L

When you burn plastics and
styrofoam, you release toxins
ag well as carbon dioxide. My
products are made of corn and
yam, When these crops grow,

they take in 10 units of carbon
dioxide from the atmosphere,
when they are burnt, they also
release 10 units of carbon diox-
ide. So, they are carbon-nextral,

Why did you start this busi-
ness?

1 was thinking of the waste gen-
erated by Singaporeans every
day at hawker cenlres.

I thought it would be great
if we had a biodegradable prod-
uct that could replace petrole-
um-hased plastics,

Ty » Monday « December 17, 2007

e P D B
THE GREEN BUSINESSMAN

1 know there are compa-
nies already doing this in Italy.
But the costs were high, so [
went to China to source for this
particular product,

N0 you see yourself as o
greenie, environmental ad-
vocate or businessman firat?
To be an honest, | am a business
man firat, then an environ-
mentalist.

This is my chance to in-
troduce a product to Singa-
poreans that can actually boost
the image of Singapore.

Can you imagine tourisis
coming to Singapore and seeing
styrofoam being so wantonly
used al Newton Food Centre?
Wouldn't it be great if we could
awilch to something made from
such common materials in-
stead? That's how | see it

When you first tried mar-
keting your products to
hawkers, what was their
initial response?
Terrible. They gave me a lot of
negative feedback.

Firstly, it's not the usisl trans-
parent talee-mway pack, it's beige.

It's almost double the cost.
S0, their first reaction was: “This
18 50 expensive, don't bother me.”

They are aware of whal's
going on with the environment,
but ultimately it's their costs
that matter to them. But there
were a few angels who were re-
ally nice, They have switched Lo
uging these boxes at their own
expense, without charging the
extra costs to consumers,

I also work with distribu-
tors who target schools and
caterers,

What's your husiness sirat-
gy to survive?
| targel catering companies —
they use a blend of plastics and
styrofoam.

Nobody else can replace
digposable plastic forks and
spoons, but I can,

Are you a very environ-
mentally-conscious person?
I am still guilty of certain things.
I drive — that's the part | feel
most guilty about.

But I do recycle paper, plas-
tics and metals. | try not to switch
on the airconditioner as faras 1
can help it. | also work closely
with the National Youth Coun-
cil, sponsoring their activities,

Have you iried lobbying the
Government to do more for
the environment?

In July, I sent reports about
styrofoam usage and the envi-
ronment, as well as legislation
introduced by other countries,
to our Ministers and Members
of Parliament.

One of them is MP Ellen
Lee of Sembawang GRC and
she raised this topic in Parlia-
ment in October.

In my better to the Ministers,
I suggested that the Government
follow in the footsteps of coun-
tries — such as the United States,
Japan, Taiwan, Korea and the
United Kingdom — that suppart
bindegradable cutlery. In facl,
Mew York is considering a ban
on the use of styrofoam,

I believe that ane of these
days, the Government could
make the switch here, It is a
matter of time.

Do you have any regrets in
taking the entrépreneurial
path, instead of working for
a large corporation?

One per cont of the time, when
times are bad, when I'm alone
in thig. It's not like working in
an office where you have col-
leagues to go oul with for lunch,

When 1 was in junior col-
lege, 1 was convineed that 1
wanted to work in a multing-
tional corporation, but when |
entered National Service, my
mindset changed,

Al my family members and
many of my relatives run their
own buginesses and | realised
that | could get support and
contacts from them.

I'wouldn't say which path is
the right one. It all depends on
whether you are comfortable
with your path,



